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GAELIC FOOTBALL AND HURLING ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA, INC. 
CONSTITUTION  

 
1. PREAMBLE 
 The name of the Association shall be ‘The Gaelic Football And Hurling Association 

of South Australia (hereafter referred to as ‘The Association’). 
 
 The Association is a democratic organisation structured on the following basis: 
 (a) Members. 
 (b) Clubs. 
 (c) State Association. 
 
2. BASIC AIM 
 The basic aim of the Association is to control, foster and promote the games of 

Hurling, Gaelic Football and such other games as may be sanctioned and approved by 
the GAA of Australasia. 

 
3. ADDITIONAL AIMS 
 The Association shall actively support the Irish language, traditional Irish dancing, 

music, song, and any other aspects of Irish culture and assist in promoting a 
community spirit through it’s Clubs. 

 
4. DEDICATION 
 The Association and it’s resources shall be used for and dedicated solely to the above 

aims. 
 
5. JURISDICTION 
 All members and units of the Association taking part in it’s activities shall be subject 

to the jurisdiction of the Association in all matters that may arise. 
 
6. NON-PARTY POLITICAL 
 The Association shall be non-party political. Party political questions shall not be 

discussed at it’s meetings. A penalty of up to six months suspension may be imposed 
for infringement. 

 
7. NON-SECTARIAN 
 The Association shall be non-sectarian. 
 
8. AMATEUR STATUS 
 The Association is an amateur Association. No player shall accept payment in cash or 

in kind or other material reward in connection with their membership of the 
Association, unless employed to perform specific duties. 

 
 



 3 

9. DRUGS 
 All players shall if directed submit to a drug test by a registered medical practitioner 

organised by the committee or council in charge of the game. 
 
10. MEMBERSHIP 
 Membership of the Association shall be granted by a Club or the Association and 

shall be governed by the following regulations : 
 (a) Full Membership shall be open to all persons of age 18 years of age and over 

 who subscribe to, and undertake to further the aims and objectives of the 
 Gaelic Athletic Association of Australasia. 

 (b) Youth membership shall be open to persons under 18 years of age. 
 (c) Each member shall pay a membership fee to be decided by the  Club / 

 Association. Any such member who has not paid his/her membership fee 
 before the time appointed by the Club / Association or in any calendar year 
 shall automatically cease to be a member on that date. 

 (d) Each member on payment of his/her membership fee shall be given a current 
 membership card with his/her name and address thereon. The card shall be 
 signed by the secretary or treasurer of the Club / Association. 

 (e) The Association shall keep a register of all members. 
 (f) Life membership shall be granted by a Club or the Association. Nomination for 

 life membership of the Association shall be submitted only by a Club, and 
 seconded by another Club. 

 
11. ALLEGIANCE 
 Clubs and the State Association shall insist that the first allegiance of their members 

is to the Association and it’s games and may impose disciplinary measures for 
breaches of this rule. 

 
12. THE CLUB 
 The Club is the basic unit of the Association and it’s objectives shall be the 

promotion at local level of the Association’s aims. The official Club constitution as 
approved by Congress shall be adopted by the Club. All Club bye-laws  and additions 
and alterations to rules made under the Club constitution shall receive the approval of 
the State Committee. 

 
13. AFFILIATION 
 (a) A Club shall affiliate annually with the State Committee on a standard 

 affiliation form, which shall include the names of the Club executive, the Club 
 colours and alternate colours. A Club shall be obliged to obtain a current copy 
 of the Official Guide and the Official Rulebook (SA) and it’s members shall be 
 deemed to have full knowledge of the rules and regulations in them and shall 
 be bound by them. 

 (b) A Club shall be held responsible for the conduct of it’s members and known 
 partisans. 

 



 4 

14 A Football and/or Hurling Club must have at least seven playing members before it 
can be affiliated to the Association. Applications for affiliation must be made to the 
State Committee. On approval of the application, those listed and accepted by the 
state committee shall be members of the new Club. 

 
15 Annual affiliation fees for Clubs and match / paying fees for players shall be 

determined by the State Committee 
 
16. CLUB NAME AND COLOURS 
 A Club’s name and colour’s must be approved by the State Committee and such name 

must be used in all correspondence and official documents. 
 
17. CLUB CONSTITUTION 
 The regulations concerning the business and affairs of the Club shall be set out in 

Club rules 17-41 of the Official Club Constitution. 
 
18. REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS 
 State Committees will be responsible for deciding on the method to be used for 

registration of players. The penalty for playing an unregistered player shall be the loss 
of the match. 

 
19. LOSS OF RIGHTS 
 A Club which does not take part in a competition shall lose representation on State 

and other Committees and shall not be entitled to make nominations, table motions or 
participate at the Annual Convention. 

 
20. SANCTIONS 
 (a) A member or any unit of the association shall not participate in games of 

 Gaelic Football or Hurling promoted by a body not affiliated to the Association 
 without prior sanction of the Association. 

 (b) A Club or other unit shall only participate as such in games controlled by the 
 Association and against a Club or other unit of the Association unless the prior 
 sanction of the association has been given. 

 
21. STATE CONVENTION 
 (a) An Annual State Convention (Annual General Meeting) shall be held before 

 31st August. It shall consist of the officers and members of the outgoing 
 committee (voting rights as on committee ) and a maximum of six delegates 
 from each Club which competed in a junior or higher grade championship of 
 the preceding year. 

 (b) The date of the annual convention shall be notified to all Clubs at least 
 fourteen (14) clear  days before such convention. 

 (c) Any change of meeting date for the annual convention must be notified in 
 writing to all Clubs and shall be given a clear twenty-one (21) days of such re-
 scheduled convention date. 
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22. ELECTIONS 
 Subject to the exception hereunder and as otherwise provided in State bye-laws, the 

Annual State Convention shall elect the following officials of the State Committee for 
the ensuring year: 

 President, Vice-President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary (if desired), Treasurer, 
Registrar, Social -Convenor, Public Relations Officer, and six (6) committee people. 
They shall hold office until the election of officers at the next Annual Convention. 

 
 The State convention may also elect such other representatives of Clubs, District or 

other committees as it may from time to time decide. 
 
 Should a vacancy arise in the officerships of the State committee or on a States 

representation on Central Council it shall be filled on the basis of nominations by 
Clubs and voted on by the current State Committee. 

 
 Exception: 
  The State Committee may appoint a permanent full-time Secretary who shall 

 not be subject to annual election. 
 
23. NOMINATIONS 
 (a) Nominations for positions outlined in Rule 22 shall be submitted by a Club on 

 a nomination form. 
 (b) It is preferred that nominations for positions on the committee shall be at the 

 hands of the Association secretary seven (7) clear days prior to the date of the 
 Annual Convention but late nominations will be accepted at the Annual 
 Convention if no written nomination for the said position already received.  

 
24. MOTIONS 
 (a) Motions for consideration by the State Convention shall be submitted only by 

 Clubs. Such motions shall be submitted on the motion form which shall be sent 
 to the Club at least four (4) weeks prior to the State Convention, and which 
 shall be completed and returned to the State Secretary at least two (2) weeks 
 prior to the Convention. 

 (b) The state Secretary shall send an agenda along with any notices of motion to 
 each Club Secretary at least 1 week before the Convention. 

 
25. VOTING PROCEDURE 
 Elections shall be by secret ballot, and successful candidates must have a majority of 

the votes of those qualified to vote and voting at the Convention. In the event of an 
equality of votes in the election of an officer, the following procedure shall apply: if 
an outgoing officer is involved in the tie they shall be deemed to be re-elected and, if 
not the tie shall be decided by the casting vote of the Chairperson. 
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26. CHANGES TO RULES 
 Changes to rules shall only occur when passed at a special meeting or Annual 

Convention by a two- third (2/3) majority of those present who are eligible to vote. 
 
27. STATE COMMITTEE 
 A State committee shall consist of the officers and other representatives of Clubs as 

set out in State bye-laws and in accordance with rule 22. 
 
28. Any member of the State Committee who shall have absented themselves from three 

(3) consecutive meetings without reasonable explanation shall be deemed to have 
resigned from the State Committee. 

 
29. The public officer shall be the Secretary of the Association. 
 
30. That each affiliated Club has the right to send a delegate to committee meetings of the 

Association. 
 
31. The Treasurer shall be responsible for accurate keeping of accounts and all monetary 

transactions and shall present a duly audited financial statement at each Annual 
Convention of the preceding year’s transactions. 

 
32. Any expense entered into by any member shall not be reimbursed unless prior 

approval has been given by the State Committee for the expenditure. All payments 
made to members of any person or firm for any costs shall be authorised by the State 
Committee. 

 
33. Where there is a need for any emergency decision on any payments the treasurer may 

consult the President and the Secretary to obtain approval. Full details of such an 
emergency approval will then be given at the next ordinary State Committee meeting 
following such decisions.  

 
34. The State Committee shall be responsible for each year’s programmes and the 

effective operation of the Association. 
 
35. The State Committee shall have the power to adopt bye-laws for the ordered control 

of the Association, but must notify Clubs in writing of such changes. 
 
36. The State Committee shall have the right to frame it’s own rules on procedure in 

casting and proxy votes, quorum for meetings, rescinding of such motions and other 
similar items. 
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37. The State committee shall have within it’s jurisdiction the following powers: 
 (a) To control Club affiliations. 
 (b) To manage State Hurling and Football competitions. 
 (c) To determine all matters relating to the management and selection of it’s State 

 teams. 
 (d) To provide for the security and development of the Association property within 

 it’s jurisdiction. 
 (e) To nominate to Central Council its representative as Vice-President on Central 

 Council. 
 (f) To control all other affairs of the Association within the state. 
 
38. OTHER COMMITTEES 
 (a) The State Committee shall have the power to form senior, junior, minor and 

 divisional committees whose functions and powers will be defined by the 
 State Committee. 

 (b) The State Committee shall have the sole right to appoint sub-committees as 
 required. 

 
It shall have the power to nominate the Chairperson of such sub-committees. 
 
It shall define the duties of such sub-committees and retain control in all 
matters and activities which it considers of importance to the general welfare of 
the Association, including the disposal of any funds in the hands of such sub-
committees. 
 
Any bank accounts in the hands of such sub-committees shall have the same 
signatories as the Association’s bank accounts. 
 
The President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Association shall be ex-officio 
members of all sub-committees. 

 
39. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
 (a) A Special General Meeting may be called on fourteen (14) days written notice 

 to each Club. 
 (b) The special general meeting shall only deal with the business as listed in 

 the notification. 
 (c) Changes to rules shall only occur when passed at special general meeting 

 or annual convention by a two- third (2/3) majority of those present who 
 are eligible to vote. 

 
40. WINDING UP. 
 (a) A resolution to wind up the Association shall be passed only at a general  

 meeting specially summoned for the purpose of such resolution, if supported 
 by not less than three-fourths (3/4) of those present and entitled to vote. If upon 
 such winding up liabilities and property whatever the same there remains after 
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 the satisfaction of all it’s debts shall not be paid or distributed amongst the 
 Clubs. 
(b) Subject to the above, the surplus assets are to be transferred to the Irish 

 Australian Association of South Australia to be disbursed by them to other 
 Irish cultural groups within South Australia as it deems fit. 

            



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


